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In  spite  of  the  difficulties  indicated  here)  Captain  ■ 

Malar  believes  that  four  fifths  of  all  the  sites  of  ruins  existinr 

A - 

in  the  peninsula  iiave  been  explored,  arid  he  hopes  yet  to  include 
in  this  the  fifth  now  lacking.  In  addition  to  his  exceedingly 
fruitful  labors  in  the  past  he  believes  that  lie  will  be  able  to 
declare  that  the  Maya  people  were  the  first  who  had  built  stone 
cities  on  Yucatan  soil, 

4 

It  can  be  pointed  out  that  the  buildings  like  the  sculp- 

+ 

tyre  of  the  most,  ancient  epochs  show  even  at  that  time  a very  high 
IX int  of  development,  from  which  it  follows  that  the  Maya  people 

•I  j -tf  M U"f  );  ..  . 

already  possessed  a high  state  of  civilisation,  developed  in  other 
piaeee-,  when  they  arrived.' on  Yucatan  soil.  • 

The  manifold  superstructures , extensions  and  changes 
’Vhich-are  to ‘be  recognized  in  most  monuments,  together  with  the 
fact  that  also  in  desert’s  uninhabited  by-  man,  vhere  stones  are  never 
torn  away  , wholly  altered  ruins  are  found  in  formless  stone  hills 
beside  half  or  wholly  preserved  monuments,  leads  us  to  conclude 
that  there  was  an  architectural  development  of  a thousand  years 
duration* 


k 

paused  hv  the  dissensions  between  the  huya  race  and  the  Spanish- 

Mexican/ 
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Towards  clearing;  up  the  question  as  to  what  sort  of 
rac-s  were  in  Yucatan  before  the  l ayas  appeared  there , Mr#  ialer 
believes  their  stopping  places  were  found  only  in  the  caves  of 
the  country.  It  is  always  more  difficult  to  find  traces  of  pri- 
mitive races  who  are  not  so  far  advanced  as  to  build  with  stones, 
but  live  in  huts  only* 

In  a land  where  water  is  scarce,  the  caves  in  wuose  ’'-p 

depths  the  precious  element  is  found  must  needs  naturally  be 

A 

sought  by  the  most  ancient  races.  Many  of  the  limestone  caves 
of  Yucatan  have  chiselled  on  the  walls  of  the  cliff  highly  in- 
threat irg  carving,  which  chiefly  has  refer ance  to  the  death  cere- 
mony* There  are  found  pictures  of  animals  (deer,  tigers  etc.)# 
warrior  forms,  dead  bodies  wound  around  with  bands  and  countless 

death's  heads  hewn  in  the  rocks.  The  most  interesting  cave  for 
* l.  * , atGL 

such  studies  is  that  of  Litton  with  its  countless  branches,  —Al- 

m 

though,  indeed,  most  of  the  carvings  bear  a distinct  Maya  character 
y©t  Mr,  Maler  does  not  consider  it  impossible  with  soma  of  these 
tfe&h  kbm.  originate  in  the  pre-Maya  past  of  Yucatan. 
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Before  us 


lies  a collection  of  not  less  than  ICO 


1 

successful  pilot, ofjraphs  of  Malar 's  art,  of  fade  different  ruin5  cities 
of  Yucatan,  of  whi ch  not  a few  were  unknown  nn.d  were  dis- 

covered by  Malar > Mr*  Malar  has  placed  at  the  disposal  of  hm 
Globus  a selected  number  of  these  witn  the  accompanying  text,  and 
these  follow  below  divided  between  two  numbers*  These  studies 


and  representations  which  we  can  publish  in  the  limited  space  of 
the  periodical  form  but  a minute  part  of  the  investigations  and 


photographs  of  Maler's.  We  hope,  however , that  it  will  he  the 
forerunner  of  a vast  work  which  will  place  in  the  shadow  all 
noteworthy  publications  on  the  ruins  of  Yucatan  up  to  this  time* 


Yucatan  Investigations* 

By  Teobert  Maler* 

1*  Chunyaxnic 

( ~ tsunyasnik  ^ Place  of  the  green  blossom  tree) 
YAXfolC  (YAX  green,  NIG  * NICTE  blossom)  is  the  name  of 
a tree  whose  leaves  the  horses  and  cows  like  to  eat.  The  little 
word  CHUN, tree  trunk,  is  usually  put  as  a prefix  in  the  formation 
°f  place  names  which  pertain  to  trees. 

I have  discovered  and  photographed  countless  temples  of 
v&ried  form  in  my  wanderings  on  the.  Peninsula  of  Yucatan:  yet  as. 
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example  of  a little  village  temple  of  simplest  architecture, 

lhat  °f  O'***  “ v oollMtion  alone  b,  itself,  and  on 

this  account  I publish  it  here* 

! In  the- month  of  March,  1887,  I,  accompanied  by  two  In- 

J W.U  O U & 

c.ians,  was  pushing  forwards  some  ten  kilometers  from  the  Hacienda 
Yaxche  in  a southwesterly  direction  to  the  tract  of  land  which 

bears  the  above  name  and  which  in  that  year  was  laid  out  for  a 

Ua  .f  lie  vc&uSi  lit 

great  "milperia"  (maize  planting) , So  I found  the  temple  stand- 

■ 

*ng  wholly  isolated,  crowning  an  elevation,  in  the  midst  of  a dry 
stubble  field  in  which  only  the  "Palms  of  Christ",  'higuarilla* , 

bloomed i 

, ',T  • 

| The  view  of  the  temple  came  upon  us  in.  strongest  sunlight 

,vith  a beautiful  pile  of  clouds  as  a background  and  swept  around 
- by  a heavy  wind  (Fig.  l) . 

The  little  temple  faces  the  south.  The  foundation  is 
lour  cornered  and  measures  exactly  366  cm,  on  the  outside,  272  cm. 
0n  the  inside  of  the  only  room ^spanned  by  a small  arch. 
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The  approximate  height  from  the  ground  to  the  toj  of  the  crowning 
'^all  is  578  cm. 

On  the  slope  of  the  hill  on  the  south  side  of  the  temple 
there  are  the  fallen  remains  of  a front  wall;  otherwise  there  are 
no  other  ruins  in  this  exceedingly  desert  place  surrounded  by 
fountains  and  valleys. 


2.  Sabacch^ 

{S&baktse  - place  of  the  ink  tree)  * 

A certain  tree  with  black  sap  is  called  SABACCHE; 

SAPAC  black  fluid*  CHE  tree.  The  ruin-site  Sabacche  lies  on  the 
Way  from  Tab!  to  Labna,  some  12  km.  distant  from  the  structure  of 
the  Hacienda  Tabi.  There  are  in  this  place  three  buildings  of 

4 

hnportance: 

1.  The  little  serpent  head  palace  which  crowns  a low  mouiir 
uain,  and  whose  facade ‘is-  towards  the  east. 

2.  The  temple  with  the  cross  stone  or  lattice  work  front, 
this  faces  the  south. 

3.  Tiie  temple  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  city,  1 km-  dis- 
from  the  chief  palace. 
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The  serpent  head  palace  and  the  lattice  work  temple  were 
copied  by  Stephens -Catherwood  and  published';  but  not  the  east 
temple,  although  both  of  these  travellers  in  going  from  Sabacche  to 
Xul  passed  clo.se  by  it. 

The  temt  le  with  the  lattice  work  on  the  croivninr  wall 

Wilt  fc 

is  an  elegant  structure  whose  front  is  toward  the  south.  In  con- 
nection with  this  I remark  that  the  Maltese  cross  stones  on  the 
front  of  Yucatan  buildings  are  to  be  conceived  loss  as  a variety 
of  wooden  lattice  work  in  stone  than  as  recollections  of  the 
crossed  arm  and  thigh  hones  of  the  victim  for  sacrifice. 

The  serpent- head  palace  formerly  had  seven  rooms  of 

i 

j which  three  are  still  preserved.  It  faces  east  and  uas  a 
charming  serpent  head  decoration  in  the  frieze  over  the  entrance 
tj°  the  chief  room,  in  the  wall  decoration  of  which, in  a comer , 
near  the  floor,  there  was  formerly  a funeral  urn  of  pottery 
j.  containing  the  remains  of  a person  of  impor'.ance.  I found  the 

decoration  in  this  remarkable  corner  broken,  . tjhe  urn  so  care 
^■*Uy  set  in  the  wall  shattered  and  a few  bone  remains  in  the 

debris . 

In  searching  with  the  telescope  for  other  ruins  out  over 
the  surrounding  country  from  the  arched  roof  of  the  palace,  I no- 
!'iced  at  about  a kilometer  towards  the  east  a c ex-tain  difference 


-3- 

in  the  vegetation,  from  which  I and  the  Indians  accompanying  me 
inferred  the  existence  of  a ruin*  We  pushed  forward  therefore  in 
an  easterly  direction,  working  our  way  with  difficulty  through  the 
young  wood,  and  discovered  at  length  the  second  temple  of  S abac on 6 , 
whose  facade,  which  was  towards  the  east,  wq  immediately  cleared  of 
tree  growth  so  as  to  be  able  to  take  the  accompanying  photograph 
( F ig  * 2 ) . 

The  exterior  length  of  the  single  room  building  is  870  cm 
idle  breadth  478  cm.  The  room  is  710  cm.  long  by  318  cm.  broad. 

The  temple  stands  on  a little  platform  1 m*  high,  and,  excluding 
the  debris,  measures  approximately  from  the  platform  to  the  edge 
of  the  Crowning  wall  some  II  m. 

There  are  seen  countless  corbels  on  the  simple  ana  plain- 
ly treated  frieze  as  well  as  on  the  perforated  crovmin r wall.  Stones 
jutting  out  in  this  way  in  Yucatan  buildings  are  supports  for 
figures  which  were  usually  made  out  of  stucco  and  little  stones. 
Unfortunately  the  figures  of  this  temple  wall  are  all  gone;  there 
are  remains  of  stucco  work  left  there,  and  in  V/g  1 1 protected  places  i. 
to  be  seen  a deep  red  coloring. 

The  crowning  wall  on  the  temples  and  the  state  buildings 

°f  the  Mayas  we  can  regard  as  an  architectural  variation  of  the 

skull  scaffolds  usual  in  ancient  times,  in  which  were  placed  the 
skulls  --called  tzompantli  by  the  Mexicans 
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and  other  victorious  signs  of  the  enemy  slain  in  battle  or 
sacrificed  at  the  feast.  The  Spanish  race  called  such  crown i nr: 


walls  "campanarios"  ithey  recall  in  .fact  th&  .perforated,  bell  wails 

eJLvLfirJLn* 

which  even  to  this  day  decorate  the  facades  of  Christian  temples 
in  the  Yucatan  villages. 

I found  in  t he  interior  of  this  seldom  sought  temple 
many  examples  of  a peculiar  kind  of  lizard  which  appears  in  the 
ruins  of  the  country  and  which  the  Mayas  call  T0L&CK0K0B  TOLOKKOKO 


It  has  a remarkable  appearance  and  lives  only  in  ruins,  leaving 


the  square  before  the  facade*  We  almost,  always  find  a pillar  on 


buildings.  The  pillars  before  the  temples  were  probably  sacri- 
fice  those  before  the  government  buildings,  punishment 

pillars. 

, My  photographs  of  the  ruins  of  Sabacche*  were  taken  in 
January,  1887,  after  I had  finished  my  work  successfully  at  Labna, 
only  2 km.  distant. 


12  2 


its  concern 


nnoealment 


between  the  cracks  of  the  stones  cautiously  by 


night . 


At  both  of  the  temples  of  Sabacch^  a pillar  stands  on 


the  square  before  the  chief  facade  with  temples  and  also  state 
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3.  FA  Tabasqueno. 

1 

OW  If  tJrJL 

II'  one  goes  from  Hopelchen  to  Dsibalchen  lie  comes  first 

upon  the  miserable  ruined  village  of  Xcupicacab,  then  upon  the 

f-\  bnia  i i,\  \ 

blGGnaiw  liaciend;.,  de  cana. Santa  Rita  t-  the  Tillage  of  Xkomchen 

CN%ji 

and  from  'hare  he  goes  by  the  cart  road  on  to  Dsibalchen;  or,  on 
the  other  hand,  one  takes  the  pleasanter  path  for  riders  and  foot- 

travellers  which  leads  to  the  ranche  of  Tabasquelio , so  called  be- 

* 

cause  an  earlier  owner  of  this  land  came  from  the  neighboring  state 

G- 

of  Tabasfo*  The  present  owner  is  Leocadio  breve,  former  prefect 
of  Bolonchen  and  at  present  governor  of  the  state  of  Campeche. 

i- 

About  1 km.  ddjstatrtr  from  the  ranch  buildings  and  exactly 
Scrult. 

in  -a  southerly  direct  ion  lie  the  remains  of  a ruin-city  whose  ar- 
chitectural centre  is  formed  by  the  buildings  which  partly  sur- 

Y*  iif  d * 

round,  partly  crown  an  immense 

The  four  sides  of  the  embankment  are  bordered  with 

sloping  walls, stairways  and  rows  of  cliambers , the  latter  standing 

^lone  with  their  facades  turned  outward  and  with  the  back  against 

^ u \ u J o l prfw 

''■he  mass  of  earth  and  stone;  the  plateau  is  exactly  on  a level 

with  the  horizontal  roof  of  this  first, outside  story* 

A temple-palace  with  two  stories,  facing  tae  north, 

on  the  southern  edge  of  this  great 


I have  made 


k 
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s.n  exact-  plan  of  this  interesting  building*  The  length  of  the 
first  story — which  is  to  be  regarded  as  a palace,  and  in  reference 
to  the  entire  structure  forms  properly  the  second  story--is  35  m. 
It  lias  eight  rooms  and  a solid  centre  which  serves  as  a basis  tor 
the  second  story* 

There  is  on  the  north  as  well  as  on  the  south  side  of 
the  first  story  a stairway  which  leads  to 
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hhe  platform  formed  by  the  horizontal  roof  and  the  solid  centre. 

The  upper  story  or  temple  proper  consists  of  two  rooms, 
the  one  with  tl?&  entrance  turned  toward  the  north  stairway,  tne 
other  with  the-  entrance  turned  toward  the  souti  fet airway. 

The  height  of  both  stories  together  is  10j35  m* , in 

addition  to  which  there  are  still  about  five  or  six  m.  of  the 

•Yfrtft  CmJ ir 

crowning  wall  which  rises  from  the  wall  separating  the  nortn  from 
the  south  chamber * 

The  first  story  of  the  temple-palace  has  a frieze  cw- 
ated  in  simple  form  and  enriched  on  the  north  side  by  stucco  fi- 
gures and  many  colored  painting.  On  the  projecting  lower  --.ide 
of  the  north  frieze  life  size  figures  of  men  creep  prostrate  on 

their  bellies , throughout  correctly  portrayed  in  half  raised  work, 
<MK  s L&Y  t ^ 

^nd  these  the  arras  of  a monster,  stretched  out  from  the  doorway 
A 

°f  a little  magician's  house*  sieze,  These  prostrate  figures 
sre  naked,  have  a kind  of  hood  on  the  head,  a girdle  about  the 
body  and  rings  on  wrists  and  ankles*  Along  the  middle  surface 
°f  the  north  frieze  there  are  the  remains  of  standing  stucco 
figures,  half  or  almost  wholly  raised. 

In  the  main  the  color  of  the  north  frieze  with  its  figure 
^scoration  is  red,  but  blue  and  green  bands  are  drawn  along  the 
Amices,  On  the  south  side  the  frieze  is  of  the  usual  yellow 
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color  as  are  the  rest  of  the  wall  surfaces. 

The  rooms  are  in  the  main  white,  but  a room  of  the  first 
story  was  paint. ed  a brilliant  red  with  broad  blue  bands  below  and 
above  on  the  ceiling#  i ' 

On  the  north  facade  of  the  upper  story  or  temple  the 
serpent  head,  treated  in  phantastic  fashion, forms  the  foundation 
°f  the  decoration#  A door  and  the  mouth  of  a serpent  are  with 

E.'  !.X  , 3d  fa  J Sft’-C  >:  OVltidf  t«W»  - 

the  ancient  Mexican  people  like  meaning  ideas,  so  to  speak#  So 
it  happens  that  the  serpent's  head,  changed  to  an  endless  extent 
f'G  be  sure  during  the  advancing  development  in  architecture, 
iorms  the  most  important  decoration  background  over  the  entrances 
of  the  fine  buildings  of  Yucatan#  The  tooth  work  surrounds  the 
door.  Between  two  powerful  eyes  stands  forth  the  tongue  or  organ 
°f  speech  spiral,  which,  by  its  position  in  the  middle  of  the  face, 
takes  the  place  of  the  nose#  For  the  rest  the  serpent  head  is 
extended  in  a spiral  in  all  directions  filling  the  entire  surface 
* °f  the  facade . 

At  the  corners  of  the  temple,  placed  vertically  above 
ori0  another,  small  serpent  heads  are  represented  which,  with  their 
outstretched  tongues (probo sees)  lend  to  the  whole  building  an  un- 
Usually  animated  and  picturesque  appearance. (Fig -3) . 
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All  the  outer  surface  of  the  temple  as  well  as  all  the 
serpent  heads  and  all  the  ornamentation  were  painted  a deep  rod, 
and  there  are  left  clear  remains  of  this  color, 

Also  there  are  heaps  of  rubish  on  the  other  sides  of  the 

^ ^ ^ »■  jjrf  O t 

liatsau  which  indicate  superstructures  entirely  destroyed. 

It  was  customary  to  bury  dead  persons  of  importance  on 

~tb»  i ted!  £ 

such  plateaus  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  sanctuary.  I am  there- 
fore convinced,  that  it  will  bring  much  that  is  interesting  to  light 
this  place  is  excavated.  I have  myself  discovered  the  remains 
of  grave  monuments , and  from  a funeral  column  1 was  able  to  make 
s drawing,  after  putting  together  all  the  stones,  an  5 this  is  ap- 

q 

pended  to  the  plan.  Besides  I found  the  trunk  of  the  naked  figure 
°f  a man  with  four  deep  hole;  on  the  back-  Hie  sign  of  the  four 
holes  often  accompanies  sculpture  which  pertains  to  death. 

In  the  northerly  as  well  as  in  the  southerly  direction 
from  the  architectural  centre  there  are  also  countless  buildings 


fallen  In  utter  ruin,  but  unfortunately  I could  not  discover  any 


m°re  sculpture  or  facade  remains.  I mention  especially  the  ruins 


°f  a ties  some  200  paces  north  of  the  great  platan 
■'his  had  two  principal  rooms,  separated  by  a narrow  passage,  each 
;*,]-th  a threefold  entrance  protected  by  two  well  made  cylindrical 


columns . 

My  discovery  of  the  Ruins  of  Tabasqueno  was  in  May,  1887, 


4*  Cliacmultun 


(tsakmultun  ~ red  hill} . 

1 

So me  8 km.  south  of  Tekax  (properly  Tikax,  fikas)  is  irr 

2 

W-  a magnificent,  ruin  city,  called  Lv  the  nei  hbor- 

iny  Indians  Chacmultun,  on  account  of  the  large  phallus  which  can 
be  seen  from  a great  distance  on  the  upper  surface  of  the  friese 
°f  the  temple -palace  which  is  built  -ut  of  ro  e red  squared  lime- 
stone . 


The  limestone  out.  of  which  the  countless  cities  of  Yuci  - 

* 

tan  ware  "built  has  usually  a while,  almost  silver-gray  color;  in 
“any  regions,  e.g.  in  Tieul,  it  is  yellow;  and  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Tekax  it  assumes  a rich  rose  red  (salmon  red)  tint. 

This  salmon  Colored  temple-palace  rises  on  an  extended 
Plateau  elevation  which  falls  off  on  the  south  side  by  means  of 
sloping  walls  and  terraces  towards  the  level  valley.  On  this 
south  side  two  well  preserved  chambers  rest,  one  of  which  in  deco- 
cted by  very  interesting  wall  paintings,  but  unfortunately  they 


are  already  so  much  obliterated  that  I could  not  make  very  much 
out,  of  thorn*  A second  row  of  rooms  is  in  a rounded  corner  facing 
southwest,  and  a third  in,  the  right  hand  corner  adjoining  the 
second,  facing  the  northwest*  "b 

In  one  of  the  rooms  of  the  second  row  is  te-fe #-^sen  a 
large  stone  seat,  protected  by  phantastic  forms  of  animals. 

All  these  rooms , divided  in  three  rows,  I call  the  pro- 

4 

jecting  first  story * 

Vn  I >•  • U \x  v a.'-yW' 

Above  on  the  plateau  we  find  two  buildings:  the  temple- 

palace  with  the  production  signs  on  rJie  surface  of  the  frieae, 
and  the  courthouse  or  TLATQCAN. 

The  temple -palace  forms  a long  oblong  with  rooms  on  all 
four  sides  which  rest  against  a solid  centre  within. 

In  the  middle  of  the  south  facade  is  the  chief  Stairway 
Which  leads  up  to  the  platform  formed  by  the  horizontal  roofs  and 
the  solid  centre.  But  up  here  there  are  only  unmeaning  ruin 
remains  which  rather  indicate  a building  formed  out  of  perishable 
rnaterial;  an  actual  stone  superstructure  to  correspond  with  the 
°ne  below  may  indeed  have  been  intended  but  never  nave  come  to 
completion* 
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The  richest  facade  exhibition  is  naturally  presented,  on 
the  south  side.  It  corresponds  in  every  way  with  three  rooms 
on  both  sides  of  the  stairway;  the  middle  room  on  either  ' idi  vith 
* a threefold  entrance  prJi&cted- by  two  pillars.  The  central 
body  of  the  frieze  consists  of  small  delicate  half  pillars,  inter- 
rupted by  two  rows  of  cornices.  The  lower  surface  of  the  frieze 
has  complicated  band  decorations  on  the  middle  [lace  and  the  upper 
surface  shows  the  same  design  but  with  little,  skillfully  worked 
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phallus  directed  upward  which  show  here  and  there  on  the  band  de- 

4' 

coration.  Further  the  frieze  has  over  every  entrance  a great 

niche  from  which  the  statues  of  gods  formerly  there  have  unfortu- 

% 

nately  vanished  long  ago- 

The  west  side  of  this  structure  lies  opposite  the  court- 

, u',r  £ f , ’ 

house  or  TLATOGAN  which  has  its  front  towards  the  east:  the  ul- 

most  only  well  preserved  building  of  this  kind  which  has  come  to 
our  knowledge  up  to  this  time. 

We  have  here  a solid  four  cornered  building  with  stairs 

L 

on  the  oast  side  and  a chamber  on  every  side  of  these  stens.  On 
the  west  side  there  is  only  a narrow  entrance  which  leads  to 

V 

& narrow  dark  passageway*  Here  perhaps  the  severely  sentenced 
criminals  were  imprisoned. 

The  north  and  south  sides  show  only  the  full,  bare  square 
atone  walls. 

1 Above  the  platform  formed  by  the  solid  lower  part  of  the 

kuildii^g  there  are  no  remains  of  an  upper  story,  hut  only  a very 
low  ruggedness  which  may  correspond  to  wooden  structures,  stone 
I a$ats  etc. 

We  also  had  here  an  example  of  a true  tcasa  cerrada11 
V;hich  inmost  ruin  places  tasks  the  imagination  {so  strongly,  of  the 


I found  two  palaces  in  the  level  valley  which  extends 


the  south  side  of  this  great  architectural  centre-  The  one  is 
simply  planned  and  without  upper  story;  the  other  has  a beautiful 
half  pillar  frieze  on  the  side  of  the  first  story  facing  north, 
on  a stairway  in  the  middle  of  this  facade  one  mounts  to  a 

MreJ.  1.75V  OjyA  > 

fir  sat  j.4ateau  on  which  the  ruins  of  a superstructure,  are  found. 

A 

In  the  eastern  part  of  the  ruin  city  rises  a structure 

^hich  is  not  inferior  to  the  first  described  in  magnificence. 

This  building  also  leans  against  and  crowns  a natural  elevation 

°n  the  west  side  of  which,  protected  by  strong  sloping;  walls,  room 

'^s  obtained  for  a level  foundation,  on.  which  rise  a double  row  of 

chambers  flanked  by  two  front  buildings* 

As  an  example  of  simple  and  forcible  frieze  representa- 
itkjjZ* L 

fion,  l have  tipen>  this  view  of  the  west  facade  of  this 

Passive  building  as  an  addition  to  this  treatise -(Fig .4) • 

C V.,  <*Vh  eru*  4 u..4 

If-  one  mounts  the  elevation  at  the  sides  of  the  flanking 
cWi  tLe; 

buildings,  he  reaches  a magnificent  platform,  whose,  level 

Naturally  corresponds  to  the  upper  edge  of  the  upper  surface  of  the 

of  the  building  with  the  double  row  of  chambers. 

On  this  upper  level  rose  the  ruins  of  two  corresponding 

stories  of  the  temple-palace  proper,  half  fallen,  which,  as  the  ol- 

j y^4 

ter  inhabitants  of  Tekax  tell  rag,  has-btrem  decorated  by  a crown  in. 
VVaii  built  with  perfor- 
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1, 

fctions,  so  that  the  entire  view  of  this  architectural  structure 

fcust  have  been  truly  magnificent* 

This  whole  building  was  called  by  the  name  X^tpol,  SETPOL 

22 

that  is  "cloven  (broken  pff)  head",  in  reference  to  a figure 
formerly  visible  there,  whose  head  was  cleft  (perhaps  broken  off). 

I have  sought  in  vain  for  this  figure;  it  probably  lies  buried 
tfcep  under  the  ruins* 


, ^ 5.  Huntichimil  I* 

'Huntitsmul  * Free  standing  pyramid  building). 

By  the  word  HtJNTICH  the  Mayas  mean  an  isolated  object 

which  stands  free  of  other  things,  and  by  MQL  the  ruin  lulls  of 

Maya  antiquity.  HONTICHMUL  means  therefore  a ruin  pyramid  with 

a superstructure  still  existing  and  standing  by  itself* 

I discovered  in  the  year  1887  an  important  ruin  place 

%ing  some  6 km*  south  west  of  the  famed  ruin  city  of  labna,  which 

kh©  Indians  of  the  near  lying  Rancher ia  do  Santa  Rita  call  Huntich*. 

% 

rnhl,  a name  which  refers  to  the  chief  temple  because  from  the  hip:  - 
esi<  platform  of  the  temple  proper  there  stands  upright  a still 
Fichly  decorated  piece  of  a facade  #un  r eta so  "and  is  visible  from 
a lo ng  distance. 
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After  ascending  from  ths  ruins,  which  might  be  considered 


as  three  stories,  lean^aagainst  a mound, natural , as  it  seems  to 
me,  but  improved  by  artificial  means,  I reached  the  next  to  the 
Iasi,  platform,  in  the  midst  of  which  stands  a structure  with  two 
great  rooms  whose  connecting  door  is  spanned  by  beams  of  "kikche* 
wood.  In  addition  to  these  rooms  is  a somewhat  deeper  lying  room 
on  whose  floor  the  circular  opening  of  a great  arched  reservoir 
"chultun"  ''T^ultun ) is  visible. 


a solid  centre,  and  upon  side  steps,  badly  obstructed,  I mounted 
to  the  highest  platform  upon  which  as  a solid  foundation  the  temple 
proper  stands.  This  has  a front  and  back  room  and  the  chief  fa- 
cade was  formerly  decorated  with  very  rich  serpent  ornamentation , 
from  which  unfortunately  only  a line  piece  of  tongue  work  stands 

still  erect,  and  this  I photographed  with  extreme  difficulty,  for 

•« 

the  narrow  platform  before  the  facade  did  not  afford  room  enough 
in  which  to  place  the  photographic  apparatus  far  enough  back. 


Westerly  direction  there  stands  on  an  elevation  a building  without 

■J 

decoration,  but  which  has  nevertheless  a certain  importance  and  I 
it  •the  building  with  the  inscription'  because  on  the  stone 
^Qor  beam  of  the  middle  of  the  three  chambers  still  preserved  on 


\ 


The  structure  of  these  two  chambers  is  lean  ainst 


Some  150  feet  distant  from  the  chief  temple  in  a north 


the  west  side  there  is  on  the  outside  an  inscription  separated 
into  six  small  picture  fields.  On  the  under  side  the  same  stone 
has  in  raised  work  a richly  decorated  male  figure  with  an  ornamen- 
tal  staff  in  the  right  hand . 

The  structure  has  an  upper  story  whose  front,  which 
faced  the  oast,  has  fallen  in  ruins ,as  have  also  for  the  most  part 
the  east  chambers  of  the  first  story. 

In  a southeast, erly  direction  from  the  chief  temple,  per- 

haps  700  paces  distant,  are  found  the  remains  of  a formerly  mag- 

% 

nificent  chief  palace,  of  which  only  isolated  wall  and  corner  pie- 

■ 

®es  with  the  remains  ol'  a fine  pillar  frieze  are  still  standing 

upright . Under  the  ruins  of  the  chief  facaae  I found  the  frag- 

¥ 

^onts  of  fine  serpent  head  figures:  therefore  this  magnificent 

building  was  a serpent  head  palace. 

Still  other  buildings  surround  the  chief  palace,  many 
^ith  well  preserved  rooms,  and  one  with  a beautiful  facade  piece 
a half  column  friese;  but  the  finest  and  best  preserved  of 
^11  is  the  pillar  palace  of  four  rooms,  and  I have  accompanied 
bfaia  treatise  by  a picture  of  its  west  facade  which  is  25  m.  long. 
(Pie-5). 

U>  • 4 

This  lias  a cylindrical  socle,  whose  upper  surface  fom 
,ile  floor  of  the  rooms.  The  principal  surface,  interrupted  by 
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thg  entrances,  is  smooth  and  has  three  small  pillars  in  a group 
here  and  there.  These  half  pillars  have  cornices  at  the  top,  at 
the  bottom  and  in  the  middle.  The  frieze  has  an  under  surface 
'Vhich  I call  of  the  cornice  form;  the  frieze  proper  is  made  out 

I 

°i  small  delicate  half  pillars  with  a cornice  strip  in  the  middle, 
and  the  upper  surface 
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which  I call  a cylindrical  surface  is  bordered  by  a heavy  row  of 
stones  bending  forward,  which  the  honored  reader  must  imagine,  be- 
cause they  have  almost  entirely  fallen  down. 

In  general  all  the  Maya  facades  consist  of  three  elements 
the  foundation  wall,  the  chief  wall  surface  and  the  frieze.  in 
Edition  to  this  in  certain  cases,  especially  with  unusually  mas- 

m 

sive  buildings,  is  the  fourth  element:  the  perforated  crowning 

wall . 

Among  the  Indians  of  Santa  Eita  (one  must  not  confuse 
tjhis  Santa  Rita  with  the  many  other  like  named  places  which  there 


arc  in  Yucatan)  I received  some  interesting  pottery  jugs  which 
were  dug  out  of  these  ruins. 

I have  only  left  to  say  that  I designate  this  Hnntichmul 
to  distinguish  it  from  Huntichmul  II.,  which  I discovered 


the  distant  wilderness  of  Mesapich,  where  formerly  the  southern 
:%as  had  their  head-quarters,  those  to  whom  now  the  territory  of 
x-^anha  belongs. 


,6.  Dsfbiltun 

( Dailbiltuifa  stones  with  drawings). 

Some  10  km.  southwest  of  Xkomohen--a  wretched  village  of 


huts,  a ranch. 


lyirv"  half  way  from  Hop si chon  to  Dsibalchen- -there 


is, concealed  in  a thicket,  the  ruin  city  which  the  neighboring 
Mayas  call  Dsibulfun  on  account  of  the  richly  sculptured  facade 
of  the  chief  palace.  I visited  this  ruin  in  May,  1887  with  guides 
whom  I had  brought  with  me  from  Bolonchen. 

The  most  important  building  of  these  ruins  is  certainly 
the  chief  palace  whose  richly  decorated  chief  facade  faces  the 
rising  sun.  In  the  middle  of  the  facade  is  a flight  of  steps 
which  lead  to  an  upper  story  now  fallen,  and.  at  the  sides  there 
are  porticos  which  lend  an  effective  artistic  appearance. 

The  view  selected  for  the  "Globus'  places  the  left  wing 
of  the  east  facade  forward,  this  being  better  [.reserved  than  the 

> 4 

right .(Fig. 6). 

He  who  undertakes  the  study  of  Maya  Architecture  must 


distinguish  two  very  different  kinds  of  iriezei 

1.  The  frieze  set  up  perpendicularly  which  always  consists 
of  an  under  surface,  a middle  body  and  an  upper  surface.  I have 
given  several  examples  cf  the  different  forms  of  this  kind  oi 

frieze. 

2.  The  frieze  taoi  which  can  be  called  a sloping 

A 

frieze  and  which  lias  no  under  surface,  only  the  frieze  body  and  the 
uPpar  surface.  To  this  kind  belongs  the  view  offered  here;  it 
forms  perhaps  the  most  beautiful  example  throughout  of  a sloping 
Jrieze  in  my  collection. 


In  both  kinds  of  frieze  the  very  last  row  of  stones  of 
the  upper  surface,  formed  out  of  one  or  more  layers,  always  bends 
forwards,  and  forms  necessarily  in  all  cases  the  architectural 
finish;  where  this  c;  n not  be  seen  in  ray  photograph,  it  must  be 
imagined  to  be  there. 

However,  in  the  palace  at  Dsibiltun,  not  only  the  frieze 
hut  ail  the  surfaces  are  richly  handled.  The  base  is  of  tile  kind 
which  I call  the  half -pillar  or  Cylindrical  socle.— the  chief 
surface  of  the  facade  between  the  porticos  consists  of  half  pil- 
lars,  an  architectural  variety  of  the  foundation  with  which  trie 
impoverished  Mayas  of  today  build  their  huts.  The  chief  surface 
°n  the  front  of  the  flanking  porticos  shows,  between  two  heavy 

corner  pillars  the  simplified  serpent  head  decoration  in  "Maiandra- 

% 

^ineia"  (or  branch  decoration),  whose  origin  from  the  serpent  aend 
can  be  proved  by  my  many  photographs* 

The  room  at  whose  entrance  I have  placed  one  of  ray  peo- 

n 

Pie  has  a room  behind  it  whose  door  frame  in  a very  skilfully 
contrived  manner  cuts  into  the  three  cornered  roof  and  the  ingenu- 
ily  of  the  architect  bears- him  much  honor. 
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Opposite  the  east  side  of  the  palace,  only  a few  paces 
distant,  lias  the  attractive  temple,  consisting  of  only  one  room, 
and  its  richly  adorned  facade  faces  the  south. 

Opposite  the  west  side  of  the  palace,  at  just  the  same 
Aon  distance,  lies  the  solidly  constructed  court  house  or  the 
Tlatocan,  with  a flight  of  steps  each  a half  a meter  high  and  the 
remains  of  rooms  on  either  side  on  the  west  front. 

Farther  towards  the  west  I found  another  low  ruin  of  a 
8£' eat  structure  which  had  all  fallen  togetner  in  a heap. 

4 .7.  Sayil 

(Sayil.  Saiil  * place  of  the  ants). 

The  Hacienda  of  Santa  Atm  belonging  to  Mr.  Eusebio  fisca- 

4 

lante  forms  the  point  of  egress  towards  two  immense  ruin  cities: 
Kabahau  scarcely  5 km.  distant  and  Sayil  lying  10  km.  to  the  south. 
Santa  Ana  itself,  moreover,  is  surrounded  by  ruins,  some  of  which 
still  have  rooms  and  facade  remains. 

Sayil’ s finest  building  is  the  three  story  temple-palace 
■^/ing  in  the  northern  part  of  the  city,  which  forms  the  most  mag- 
nificent and  throughout  the  most  beautiful  example  of  this  kina  oi 
arehitecture  in  all  Yucatan,  i.e.  of  a temple  united  with  a palace. 

The  chief  facade  of  the  building,  which  forms  a long 

I i J HRg  :fg  | ■HHJIttiM  I ••••:  M u 

r®Hangle,  faces  the  south,  and  in  its  midst  is  placed  a broad 


» 
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monuraenial  flight  of  steps  which  load  to  the  gallery  or  esplanade 
of  the  second  story  and,  turning  hack  a little,  from  there  up  to 
the  third  story.  Also  there  is  a rear  flight  of  steps  on  the 
north  side  but  these  are  not  exactly  in  the  centre  of  the  building. 

The  first  story  has  in  fact  over  forty  rooms,  some  of  which 
ere  in  ruins  and  some  of  which  were  f illeo  wit/.  stones  and  "/ailed. 

in  by  later  rooms  built  around  them* 

The  second  story .around  which  the  roofs  of'  the  vestibules 
°r  galleries  of  tne  iirst  story  arc  ranged,  has  some  33  rooms  and 
four  (perhaps  five)  narrow  entrances  located  on  the  south  side, 

Which  in  a later  epoch  were  filled  up  with  stones  and  walled  in. 

I ^hev  lead  either  to  the  rooms  on  the  north  side  so  that  it  might 
n°t  be  necessary  to  go  around  the  entire  gigantic  building,  or 

1/0  the  concealed  rooms  in  the  massive  kernel,  or  t,o  the  small  nar- 

| 

row  stairs  to  the  upper  platform  before  the  present  third  story  had 
been  erected. 

A whole  row  of  nine  rooms  on  the  north  side  was  filled 
,vith  stones  and  mortar  from  the  floor  to  the  roof  and  whole  entrant 
ces  were  carefully  walled  in,  which  fact  has  aroused  to  an  mere- 

m t 


^ible  eXtent  the  curiosity  of  the  natives  and  of  the  half  taught 
amateurs  who  trespass  in  the  ruins  of  the  country  and  has  caused 
, jfl0fn  to  break  far  into  thesej  seeking  treasures. 
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The  case  is  simply  this:  when  the  third  story,  originating  out 

of  the  last  and  fullest  epoch  of  Maya  architecture. 
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was  to  be  pat  yp,  the  architect  distrusted  the  supporting  strength 
of  the  second,  and  filled  the  whole  row  of  north  rooms— as  also 
the  rooms  very  likely  behind  these— with  mortar  and  stones,  in  or- 
der to  prevent  any  danger  that  the  whole  building  should  fall  in 
consequence  of  the  heavy  pressure  of  the  immense  stone  mass.  -his 
was  in  suoh  oases  a common  custom  and  can  be  observed  in  many  other 
ruins . but  it  does  not  exclude  the  possibility  that  in  the  floors 
of  many  chajnbQrs  the  dsad  of  rank  wore  buried  before  these  were 

fill ed  with  stones  and  walled  in. 

The  architectural  decoration  of  the  south  front  on  the 

t 

second  story  of  the  right,  wing  is  most  beautiful,  and  « magnificent. 
3srpgfj+,  head  decoration  on  the  fries®  gives  us  to  understand  that 
these  rooms  ware  intended  for  the  higher  priesthood.  h.  "tis 
facade  piece  the  base,  the  chief  surface  of  the  wall  and  the  frieae 
are  composed  of  small  pillars.  In  the  centre  and  at.  the  corners 
0n  the  frieze  the  small  half  pillars  are  interrupted  by  serpent 
'leads  and  besides  in  the  middle  of  both  nalves  by  a male  figure 
which  lays  its  head  upon  the  lower  surface  and,  its, legs  stretched 
°ut  from  the  bod'f,  braces  its  feet  against  the  upper  surface.  On 

J 

either  side  of  this  phantastic  figure  is  to  be  seen  a delicately 
w°rked  reptile  with  a wide  open  mouth  ano  a tail  which  ends  in  a 


I have  added  the  picture  of  this  decorated  facade  piece 
to  my  little  treatise  because  the  -serpent  head  decoration  is  com- 
paratively well  preserved  (Fig.v). 

Tho  third  story  with  sever  high  arched  rooms  in  a row  and 

I 

a front  room  projecting  from  the  middle  of  the  row  has  abou-j  it 
a half  column  base .plain  chief  wall  surface  and  plain  frieze  with 
cornice  shaped  upper  and  under  surface.  Over  every  entrance  the 
frieze  was  interrupted  by  magnificent  sculptures  which  towered 
above  the  upper  surface  but  which  are  now  destroyed. 

From  the  flat  roof's  or  terraces  of  this  mighty  structure 
cue  has  a beautiful  view  of  the  ever  green,  mountain  crowned 
sea  of  forest,  out  of  which  here  and  there  an^  old  gray  i uin  lisea. 

Northwest  from  the  great  temple-palace  a castle  of  con- 
siderable extent  crowns  n low  mountain.  The  upper  parts  upon  the 
platform  are  entirely  destroyed,  but  upon  the  southern  edge  were 
found  a lung  row  of  rooms  pushed  forward  foiTicrly  some  eleven  in 
number — , most  of  which  were  in  ruins,  but  two,  together  witn  the 
facade  piece  belonging  to  them,  were  still  well  preserved.  "his 
facade  which  naturally  faces  the  south  has  a half  column  base,  a 
Plain  chief  wall  surface,  interrupted  by  three  half  pillars  with 
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cornices  above,  below  and.  in  the  middle  and  a sloping  frieze,  with- 
out under  surface,  the  plain  frieze  surface  alternating  with  small 
half  pillars,  but  the  upper  surface,  also  plain,  alternates  with 
half  cylinders.  Some  of  the  half  pillars  are  replaced  by  expres- 
sive heads  {['or  instance,  a warlike  face  looking  out  oi  a croco-.  j 
bile’s  mouth).  Most  of  the  heads  have  unfortunately  fallen  off; 
one  is  still  well  preserved.  I give  this  building  the  name. Palace 

with  the  Heads . 

Northeast  from  the  temple-palace  I searched  several  half 
destroyed  buildings,  but  could  find  no  facade  remains, 

4r  —J  \ 

Directly  opposite  the  temple-palace  1 Ion-  in  a souther- 
ly direction,  on  the  other  side  of  the  great  chief  square  with  no 

buildings,  lies  the  t emql e w i th  1tVa^  1 * 

Ti;is  temple  has  a massive  foundation  some  4 m .high  and. 

consists  of  a front  and  hack  room,  on  the  east  side  of  which  a side 

* 

structure,  now  fallen,  was  supported. 

The  facade  of  the  temple,  made  in  the  simplest  style, 

faces  the  south, but  on  the  middle  wall  which  separates  the  two  rooms 
&nd  at  a later  period  was  evidently  strengthened,  irom  which  pro- 
ceeding the  front  chamber  lost  in  space,  rises  a fine, perforated 
crowning  wall,  formerly  decorated  in  the  richest  manner  with  stucco 
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figures  of  which  still  there  are  remains  of  feet,  lags,  feather 

work  etc.  This  ornamental  wall  together  with  the  figures  was 

painted  with  a variety  of  colors  among  which  red  ruled. 

On  the  natural  open  space  in  front  of  the  building  there 

stands  not  far  before  the  south  facade  a pillar  near  which  I also 

found  a stone  ring  with  a face  on  the  front  of  it.  A few  steps 

further  on  stands  another  pillar  at  whose  base  a stone  ring  is 
* 

s9t  into  the  ground,  and  on  this  account  I suspect  that  these  stone 
rings  served  for  a temporary  fastening  for  the  animals  to  be  sac- 
rificed (deer)  and  even  on  occasions  for  men. 

If  one  goes  forward  from  this  temple  in  a southeasterly 
direction  he  comes  upon  the  ruins  of  many  small  buildings , . in  the 
rnidst  of  which  I found  a great  cylindrical  stone,  but  without  fig- 
urea,  which  I suspected  to  be  a sacrifice  altar.  At  length  we 

^sach  an  immense  pyramid,  half  ruin,  half  natural,  whose  earlier 
■§ 

structure  under  the  influence  of  the  vegetation  has  been  changed 

i 

l!ito . shapeless  stone  walls.  Here  also  I found  a well  preserved 
ghuhtuh  or  reservoir,  $ If  one  goes  from  the  temple  with  the 
cr owning  wall  towards  the  southwest,  he  finds  the  remains  of  count- 
Agss  small  buildings  of  every  kind,  which  leaves  no  room  for  doubt 
that  the  prosperous  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  Sayil  had  their 
0y?h  small,  but  prettily  built  stone  houses,  just  as  the  people  of 
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i Kabahau,  Uxmal  and  elsewhere. 

Rut,  if  one  p;oes  directly  south  from  the  temple  named 
above --perhaps  with  a slight  inclination  to  the  west--,  he  reaches 
the  larfra , two  story  south  palace  which  was  indeed  visited  by  Ste- 
phens but  was  not  copied. 

The  first  story  of  this  building  has  eighteen  rooms 
around  a massive  inner  kernel  which  serves  as  a support  for  the 
upper  story  which  is  almost  entirely  destroyed.  The  foundation 
of  the  first  story  forms  a rectangle,  34  m.  43  cm.  long  by  25  m. 

64  cm.  broad.  The  chief  facade  faces  the  east.  On  this  side 
there  are  five  rooms f and  behind  the  middle  oi  these  there  is  ano- 
ther room*  The  middle  chamber  is  b tar*:* long  and  has  a beautiful 

i 

^ched  roof.  The  wall  which  separates  this  from  the  back  room, 
lying  somewhat  higher,  has  a half  pillar  base-  The  stucco  covered 

I 

walla  and  ceiling  are  of  a light  yellow  color,  while  a broad  red 

1 order  surrounds  the  entrance  toward  the  chamber,  which  grows  smal- 

% 

ler  towards  the  top,  and  it  is  decorated  above  by  a row  of  large 
klack  hands . 

The  south  facade  is  the  most  richly  conceived.  It  has  a 

% 

Pillar  base;  the  chief  wall  surface  consists  of  great  half  columns 
with  cornices  above,  midway  and  below.  The  upper  and  under  sur- 
face of  the  frieze  consist  of  small  half  pi  liars  and  the  frieze 


• m 


body  itself  consists  of  the  same,  with  cornices  above,  midway  and 
below  as  in  the  wall  surface*  Therefore  in  the  sf;yle  of  its  pil~ 
lar  decoration  this  offers  as  a palace  perhaps  the  most  rich! 
adorned  example. 

There  are  besides  on  the  frieze,  especially  on  the.  south- 

% 

fifut  comer,  magnificent  serpent  head  decorations  Oj  which  most  of 

the  stones  have  unfortunately  fallen  down. 

{Conclusion  follows  in  No.l.) 
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Sfyte  253,  1.  The  Temple  of  C a -^/xnic. 
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2-  The  Second  Temple  of  Sabacche* 
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b.  North  facade  of  the  Temple -palace  of  Tabasqueno * 

% 

* 256 

1*  Chacmulturu  The  west  facade  of  the  lower  body  of 
the  building  of  the  Temple-palace  XeipoT* 

ii 

' 257 

0*  The  half  pillar  palace  of  Huntichmul  I. 

’ 208 

■ 

8*  The  Chief  Palace  of  Dsfbiltun* 

! " 259 

7*  Temple-palace  Sayil*  The  serpent  head  decoration  ■ 
the  second  story  of  the  great  temple-palace* 
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Yucatan  Investigations, 

By  Teobert  Maler. 

I (Concluded) 

7 • Sayil  (Concluded). 

This  important  building  whose  re-discovery  had  cos  ^ me 
&Q  much  hardship  lers  me  ! o tre  undertaking  of  a careful  search  oi 
the  large  area  on  the  eastern  side  which  had  an  unexpected  and 
brilliant  result*  Wb  had  scarcely  advanced  150  paces  when  we 

upon  a little  platform  of  some  2 ra.  in  height  upon  which  stood 
ar*  immense  cylindrical  stone  surrounded  by  larger  and  smaller  pi 1 — 
lars  and  slabs  (stela'),  all  thrown  naturally, heller  skelter  to- 
g other,  lying  on  the  ground  or  standing  half  upright  and  over- 
grown  with  shrubbery.  It  was  directly  clear  to  me  that  1 had 
"tumbled  upon  a sacrifice  altar  surrounded  by  the  most  important 
gods  of  the  Mayas:  a discovery  so  much  the  more  welcome  to  me,  as 

with  it  all  doubts  about  the  religion  of  this  highly  gifted  people 
(-'Ouid  be  dismissed. 

The  placing  of  the  different  stones  scorned  to  me  to  have 

4 

formerly  in  succession:  three  groat  columns  representing 

.!  g°ds  in  a row,  Mictlantecutli  in  the  centre,  Quetsalcoatl  on  the 
iGf4->  the  god  with  the  large  neck  band  {still  undetermined)  on  the 
right,  and  several  small  st el  of  on  both  sides. 


Harvard  University  - Tozzer  Library  / Maler,  Teobert.  Teobert  Maler  and  his  investigations  of  the  ruins  of  Yucatan. 


277- 


-2- 

before  than  stood  the  sacrifice  altar,  besides  a row  of  smaller 

pillars  of  different  sises. 

The  sacrifice  altar  had  no  sculpt '.ire-  work;  the  stone 
Measured  90  cm.  in  height  and.  140  cm.  in  diameter.  Oi  the  three 
large  pillars  of  the  gads  two  were  well  preserved  and  had  their 
Sculptured  sides  leaning  toward  the  ground  and  so  protected  from 
the  rain;  only  one  had  the  sculpture,  on  the  upper  part,  beaten 

pieces. 

In  order  that  I might  move  the  immense  stones  and  give 
•■hem  such  r post  ion  that  they  could  be  photographed,  I found  myself 
obliged  to  call  together  all  the  "mi  Ip  eras*  iron  :,-_e  country  i^r 
about  and  I collected  ten  men  who  cut,  ati’ong  pbies  •.>uf  of  staunch 

A 1 

young  trees  and  dragged  the  respective  stones  and  placed  them  upon 
°ne  of  their  narrow  sides  so  that  their  photographs  could  be  taken 
ky  strong  sunlight. 

The  surface  sculpture  oi  the  Quetsalco&tl  (lig*d)  snows 
^ the  king  of  the  Tolteks,  deified  and  transferred  to  a place 
among  the  stars,  in  his  astronomical  aspect  as  evening  star,  the 
only  instance  of  his  kind  up  to  this  time  found  in  Yhcataru  The 
S°d  wears  a large  head  dress,  decorated  with  ketaal  feathers, 
a breast  decoration  formed  out  of  a small  round  star  with  the 
Picture  of  the  evening  star  hanging  in  the  middle.  in  his  right 
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hand,  which  is  raised,  he  holds  a small  phantastic  i igure , ^ina  the 
left  hand  rests  on  a square  ornament  with  the  so-called  Maltese 
cross.  The  right  log  has  a knee  decoration, the  left  instead  of 

m 

this  a tiny  death;‘s  head  fastened  with  two  slender  tnreads.  A 
simple  inscription  runs  along  in  front  of  the  figure.  This  stone 

is  290  cm.  high  and  104  cm.  broad. 

The  raised  sculpture  which  represents  the  god  of  the 
realm  of  the  dead/Miclantecutli*  > is  the  only  representation  ot 
this  god  existing  in  my  collection.— The  fore  part  of  his  head 
dress  is  shaped  like  a small  house  (caili) , the  feather  decoration 
hangs  down  behind  and  on  his  breast  in  a round  field  are  to  be  seer, 
the  sign  of  the  four  holes,  which,  one  often  meets  with  in  sculp- 
ture# which  have  reference  to  death.  This  gloom-  looking  form 
holds  in  the  right  hand  a male  skeleton  and  in  the  loft  tne  sacri- 
fice knife -(Fig*  9) 

The  signs  already  explain  satisfactorily  the  meaning  of 
this  figure,  about  which  little  doubt  can  still  be  left  if  one 
i roads  phonetically  the  hieroglyphic  inscription  placed  over  the 
i head  dress,  and  that  not  according  to  the  Maya  but  the.  Mexican.  • 
tongue.  The  name  character  shows  a short  plump  fish  ii  seen 
from  the  side  and  a plain,,  huihan  countenance  ii  seen  from  the  front: 
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visible  fish  eve* 

mi 

A fish  is  called  in  Mexican  "michin* ('mitsin* ) and  thus 
‘Tas  the  sound  mi. 

i jii  ■ — i ^ 

An  object  placed  over  the  fish  character  must  surely 
Express  tlan,  from  tlani,  above . Lord — expressed  by  a human  1 ace- 
*s  cal led  tecutli * 

- In  this  way  we  would  have , inserting  a k- sound,  Mict lan- 

tecutli -ny  Lord  of  the  Realm  oi'  the  Dead. 

It  is  possible  that  the  common  people  called  this  god 
simply  Cay , fish. --This  y;od~pillur  is  of  the  same  height  as  the 
others , but  its  breadth  at  the  bottom  is  SO  cm. 

The  third  figure,  which  has  just  the  heau  and  feather 
,7ork  destroyed,  I have  not  yet  determined;  it  has  over  the  head  a 
’v ell  preserved  name  character,  consisting  of  a man  s face  seen 
^rom  the  side,  with  a certain  appendage  at  the  back  ol  the  head. 

The  smaller  sculptures  were  (to  such  an  extent , obliterate 
i'Lat  I could  make  nothing  more  out  of  them. 
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8*  Quetzalcoatl 
in  his  astronomical  aspect  as 
evening  star-  On  the  right 
a knee  decoration  is  bound, 

°n  the  left  a small  'death's  head. 


SLMicilanteeutli 
(Lord  of  the  Region  of  the 
Dead) 

holds  in  the  right  hand  a skele- 
ton, in  the  left  the  stone  sacri- 
fice knife- 


Of  course  all  the  sculptures  are  of  limestone  as  are  also  all  the 
structures  of  the  country,  for  there  is  no  other  stone  in  Yuc&uaru 
My  investigations  of  the  ruins  of  Sayil  were  in  February, 

1887, 


r 


, w 8.  Hochob< 

Hot  sot  ^ A place  where  corn-cobs  are  heaped  up-^Lugar  donde  se 
gunrdan  las  mazorcas  de  maiz). 

Photographs  11,  12,  13. 


Upon  a gently  rising  natural  elevation  8 kin,  south  of 
^sibalchen  lies  a fine  group  of  buildings  which  belong  to  the 


Richest  and  most  beautiful  that  the  artistic  genius  of  the  wayas 


/A 

Qver  brought  forth.  Inasmuch  an  the  neighboring  maize  planters 

i 

Sometimes  store  their  harvest  in  the  rooms  oi  these  buildings  until 


tiisy  can  dispose  of  it  elsewhere,  they  have  given  them  tne  name 
Hochob , from  ho  place,  and  chob  to  keep,  guar da 

Imagine  above  on  the  plateau  a small,  rectangular  area. 
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surrounded  ori  three  sides,  north,  south,  and  east,  by  temples  and 
Palaces , and  open  on  the  fourth,  i.e*  the  west  side* 

The  southern  edge  of  the  area  is  occupied  by  two  temples 
standing  upon  solid  foundations,  each  of  which  consists  of  two 
Wo  rooms  with  the  rear  walls  joining,  and  their  facades  are  tiirec- 

p 

ted  north  and  south  and  on  these  sides  are  steep  stairs  with  snvall 
steps  up  to  the  rooms.  A lower  building  whose  chambers  nave  lal- 
long  since  formerly  filled  up  the  span  a between  the  two  temples. 
and  faced  the  west. 

It  is  sufficient  to  describe  the  east  temple  which  is  the 
teat  preserved,  for  the  westerly  one  is  very  much  like  it.  'he 

r 

heavy  foundation,  forming  a small  platform  above,  is  about  six  m, 

^ i i ,£  Th , Th  e he  i ght  of  the  t em  [Is  f r o m the  pi  at  form  to  t h e up  p e r 

s%e  of  the  upper  surface  of  the  frieze  is  4.80  m«  In  addition 

to  this,  rising  upon  the  middle  wall  which  separates  the  two  rooms, 
there  is  a perforated  crowning  wall,  which  formerly 
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ffi&y  have  been  about  5 in.  high  and  was  decorated  with  figures. 

The  breadth  of  the  temple  on  the  sides  where  the  entran 


ces  were  placed  is  495  cm.,  and  the  length  on  tag  sice  wuere  ti.s 
so-called  false  doors  interrupt  the  solid  wall,  580  cm. 

The  frieze  of  the  temple  is  of  a strong  simple  form  and 
shows  a row  all  around  of  jutting  stone  slabs  on  the  upper  ana  the 
under  surface,  from  which,  unfortunately,  the  figures  have  entire- 
ly vanished. 

Both  temples,  setting  aside  the  massive  foundations,  were, 
together  with  the  crowning  wall,  painted  a brilliant  red,  and  this 
color  is  also  extended  over  the  sides  of  the  entrance  columns. 

The  rooms,  spanned  by  a three-cornered  roof,  cut  off  at  the  point, 
"'ere  spread  over  with  fine  white  stucco  and  have  broad  neti  seams 
Ground  the  doors. 

The  palace  on  the  east  side  of  the  area  has  three  rooms 
to  a row  and  a rear  room  branching  from  the  middle  qj  fho  three. 


The  middle  surface  of  the  facade  is  decorated  with  rich  tongue  work 
hut  the  serpent  head  decoration  over  the  entrance  has  already  fal- 
len down.  Both  wings  are  built  in  simple  form,  The  lengtn  of 

the  east  palace  is  22.48  nw 

The  charming  serpent  head  palace  on  the  north  edge  of 

the  area  offers  among  ray  discoveries  the  richest  and  most,  beaut i- 
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example  of  a stuc co  facade  that  exists  in  Yucatan  at  tnia  time. 
This  building  has  three  rooms  in  a row;  it  faces  the  south,  i.e* 
the  first  temple.  The  entire  length  is  32.34  nu 

The  somewhat  retiring  middle  surface  of  the  facade  has 
0n  either  side  a tower  shaped  decoration  whose  small,  steep  roof 
is  crowned  by  a colossal  human  head*  Over  the  entrance  is  placed 
a magnificent  serpent  head  decoration,  whose  arched  tooth  work, 
(preserving  the  idea  of  the  similarity  between  a serpent's  mouth 
and  a door)  surrounds  the  whole  door  frame,  and  whose  tongue  work 
^lls  the  whole  facade  surface  so  that  an  especial  frieze  is  out 
the  question,  but  the  wall  terminates  at  the  top  in  a border  of 
S0rpent  ornamentation,  upon  which  rises  the  perforated  crowning 
adorned  with  figures. 

The  facade  of  the  right  wing  is  for  the  most  part  de- 
coyed, but  that  of  the  left  is  comparatively  well  preserved. 

®°fh  He  somewhat  lower  than  the  central  piece.  The  socle  is  of 
sinsple  form  and  the  chief  wall  surface  is  glazed  over  with  stucco* 

fries*  consists  of  a servant  head  ornamentation  over  the  bt- 

* 

^r&nce  which  spreads  out  right  and  left  in  tongue  work,  and  is  - 
Geminated  in  both  corners  by  four  serpent  heads  placed  over  one 
Mother.  In  the  form  of  this  frieze  we  have  a -ain  an  upper  and  an 
Urkler  surface.  The  upper  border  is  former  by  serpent  work  on  which 
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^re  placed  three  large  stone  f lowers  with  four  petals*  On  the 
j sides  and  rear  the  palace  lias  a simple  frieze  with  an  upper  and  an 
trader  surface. 

The  whole  facade  shows  the  light  yellow  color  of  the 
st,ucco  which  is  spread  over  it,  only  the  great  eyes  of  the  serpent 
head  decoration  (that  is  the  eyeballs  contained  in  the  lour  cor- 
"ne r s togs t h e r w i t h t h e s p i r a 1 s ) are  p ainted  a f ier y red*  f-wh nor 
^h e r ema  ins  of  the  c rown  i ry j;  w a 1 1 w i \ ,h  its  figures  also  s how  r a d 
coloring* 

The  rooms  were  kept  white  * Each  had  a large  stone  scat 
one  of  its  narrow  sides,  and  in  one  of  the  rooms  on  a keystone 
Tft  the  arched  roof  are  to  be  seen  the  remains  of  a red  row  of 

jp  * 

ugures  on  a white  ground. 

In  the  chief  room  I found  cut  in  theiwall  some  very 
interesting  designs,  and;  under  these  a large  piece  of  sculpture, 

s.(t  i ismstll  * 

consisting  of  sight i female  figures,  partly  masked,  one  of  whom 
asc ended  the  steps  of  a little  temple*  Two  monsters  on  the  right 
an-d  on  the  left  conclude  this  group. 

This  remarkable  carving,  1 m*  long,  which  leads  to  the 
Conclusion  that  the  women  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  Hoohofc  may 
b.avg  ^Q0n  clothed,  I rubbed  over  with  coal  dust  to  make  it  visible 
ahd  then  carefully  traced  it* 
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Close  to  the  right  wing  of  the  chief  palace  is  added 
^he  fifth  building  of  Hoohob,  of  \vhich,on  account  ol  its  almost 
entire  destruction,  1 cannot  say  vh ether  it  is  a temple,  a court 
house  ( ILATOCAb ) or  a mausoleum  that  it  represents,  At  the  top 
■of  the  ruin- pyramid  can  still  be  seen  richly  decorated  wall  frag- 

tW-r^-V  - 

m^nts , but  I could  not  entabli-sh  clearly  whether  they  represented 
ac t ua  1 s up e r s t , rue t u r e , now  fallen,  or  m erel y fc  e 1 o ng ad  to  t he 
uPper  *jr ■■i rhiU an  of  the  heavy  foundation*  In  all  cases  ’hese  re- 
sins indicate  an  entirely  different  building;  from  the  two  painted 
hemp las. 

There  are  no  existing  remains  of  other  buildings  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  monument  covered  elevation  ot  Ho chop • I 
' ^iere fore  believe  that  this  aid  not  consist  of  a stone  built  city, 
hut  indeed  of  countless  huts  whose  inhabitants  could  satisfy  their 
ae§d  of  water  at  the  great'  Aguadas  lying  to  the  southeast  * 

M' r disco v ary  of  the  ruins  of  Ho c ho b wa s i n May , 1 8 8 1 * 


9.  Chichen-Itaa  ( is.  Tsitsen-itsa.'  . 

1 

T:le  temple  with  the  half  lying  figure  or  the  temple  of  the  smaller 

i 

sacred  table. 

% 

If  one  goes  on  from  the  pyramidal  chief  temple  several 
hundred  paces  in  a>  south-east-east  direction  through  the  thicket. 


Harvard  University  - Tozzer  Library  / Maler,  Teobert.  Teobert  Maler  and  his  investigations  of  the  ruins  of  Yucatan. 


■279- 


-■5- 


he  comes  to  a ruined  temple  to  which  I have  given  the  above  name 
in  reference  to  a half  reclining  figure  existing  on  the  west  sine 
or  on  account  of  the  stone  table  in  the  vary  last  rear  chamber. 


^orne  by  small  columns  and  Caryatides. 

The  chief  facade  with  the  flight  of  steps  faced  the  west. 
On  both  sides  of  the  steps  there  were  formerly  large  chambers  whose 
entrances  were  protected  by  huge  columns  decorated  wish 
raised  sculpture,  but  tnese  columns  on  account  of  the  falling  in 
°f  the  arched  roof  and  the  frieze  are  shattered.  Also  on  the 
G&st  side  there  were  rooms  leaning  against  the  solid  foundation, 

U t r 

of  which  in  the  southeast  corner  whose  end  was  walled  up1  s ill 
^ t and half 

Both  ramps  of  the  west  stairway  beg  in --as  with  all 
Monumental  stairways  of  Ghichen— with  a large,  vigorously  executed 
3 pent  head*  In  this  connection  I notice  that  the  serpent  heads 
v/hich  form  the  beginning  of  stairway  ramps  are  realistic  in 

that  is  we  have  the  actual  head  of  the  reptile  more  or  loss 
. accurately  copied,  while  the  serpent  head  decoration  on  the  walls 
^hQ.  friezes  of  the  monumental  buildings  . unendingly  altered  in 
Phante st  1 e fashion  and  the  head  of  the  serpen u lying  or,  the  ground 
Scarcely  be  recognised.  One  mounts  by  the  steps,  naturally 

the  platform  formed  by  the  solid  found a- 


in 


wr 9t che d c ond i 1 ion , to 
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tion,  upon  which  the  upper  structure , that  is  the  rooms  of  the 
temple  proper  are  found. 

That  which  has  brought  about  the  destruction  of  almost 
tire  buildings  in  Chichen  as  also  of  this  temple  is  the  eager- 

-’1953 
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for  the  wooden  beams  which  span  the  entrances,  columns  and  pillars 
and  upon  which  the  different  frieze  pieces  and  arches  rest,  and 
these  naturally  fall  immediately  whan  the  beams  are  wrenched  out; 
or  indeed  whole  arches  and  friezes  are  torn  down  in  order  to  reach 
this  otherwise  entirely  useless  tzapot, 1 wood*  miis  destruc- 
tion is  the  more  unpardonable  as  these  people  pile  up  year  after 

t 

•i 

year  an  immense  mass  of  this  worthless  wood  and  bum  it  .o:1  nu 

'L 

other  reason  than  to  celebrate  their  Milpas. 


The  plan  of  the  rooms, shattered  by  the  fall  of  whole 
arches,  accord inp!  to  the  existing  wall  fragments  and  pillars  stand- 
ing  here  and  there , is  somewhat  as  follows;  a triple  entrance 
protected  by  two  pillar^  in  the  serpent/  stile  led  to  the  trout 
room,  which  was  separated  from  the  middle  room  by  lour  pillar s 

covered  with  3m  If  raised  work  find  this  is  separated  b^  foui  m^re 

ha  1 f 

P ill ars , which  are  dec o rated  by  life  i z B^r a i s e d i i fjur e - , 1 1 o m the 
room  behind),  against  the  rear  wall  of  which  the  sacred  table  stood 
in  the  centre,  the  wall  being  closed  up  without  entrances. 

For  a t emp o rar y und e r s t an d i ng  o f t he  pillars  In  t he 
serpent  style,  I note  that  at  the  entrances  of  the  fine  building^ 
of  Chichen  either  serpent  columns  (cylindrical)  or  pillars  (spudre  ) 
’were  set  out  and  so  placed  together  that  one  could  say  they  formed 
two  Lj  placed  upon  each  other  in  the  opposite  direction,  thus  j . 
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That  is * he low  on  the  ground  is  laid  perpendicularly  the 

serpent  head  (treated  realistically)  with  a straight  tongue 

stretched  far  out , Behind,  the  head  is  set  upright  the  column 

(pillar)  decorated  with  feather  work,  that  is  the  body  of  the  ser- 

* 

pent.  Both  parts  together  form  a J . Above  on  the  column  (pil- 

% 

lar)  is  set-  a second  L hewn  mostly  out  of  one  stone,  and  the  hori- 

•H 

^ontal  beam  of  this  is  generally  decorated  with  all  kinds  of  tongue 
■v°rk  and  goblins,  while  the  perpendicular  part  bears  tne  rattle 
s%n  of  the  serpent* 

I have  never  again  found  this  kind  of  columns  (pillars) 
any  other  ruin  city  of  Yucatan;  it-  was  therefore  exclusively 
ift  use  in  Chi  chan,  but  originated,  as  it  seems*  in^oilaii,  the  chief 
city  of  the  To  Its  k kingdom*  In  view  of  the  fact  that'  Peien-Ituia 
i^  a settlement  founded,  by  people  from  Chiehen-Itsa,  it  would  be 
interesting  to  know  whether  this  form  of  column  was  carried  over 
to  Peten-Itsa* 

Directly  in  front  of  the  shattered  entrance  to  the  temple 
i found  a half  lying  figure  (Photo,  14),  which  in  clothing  and  pos- 
ition is  very  much  like  the  four  others  which  have  come  to  light 
in  Chichen  up  to  this  time,  I enumerate  all  the  half  lying 
^%Ures  in.  this  way:,.  ' • . 
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■ * 

1.  The  one  in  Mausoleum  T*,  unburied  by  Mr.  be  Plongeon* 

This  has  the  nose  fully  executed » 

■ig 

2.  That  of  Mausoleum  II.  which  formerly  decorated  the  plat- 

I 

fora  of  this  building;  but  was  broken  and  thrown  down  by  the  Span- 
iards* I have  also  found  the  trunk  of  this  with  the  head  on 
which  the  nose  is  shorn  by  a depression,,  as  in  the  fifth# 

3*  That  of  Mausoleum  III*,  the  largest  of  all,  also  broken 
by  the  Spaniards  and  thrown  down  from  the  platform*  The  head  of 
ibis  could  not  be  found* 

■ 

4 * That  lying  to  the  north  of  Mausoleum  near  the  path 

Which  leads  to  the  great  Dsonot  (steep  crag  with  water)*  This  is 

Complete  with  the  exception  of  the  head* 

5»  That  of  the  temple  of  the  smaller  sacred  temple.  It  is 
w sll  p reserved  and  one  r ec ogn ize s p 1 a i nly  a d ep re s s i on  i ns  1... e ad  of 

bhe  nose,  that  is  the  face  is,  as  far  as  concerns  the  no^e,  made 

* 

like  a death's  head,  by  which  fact  one  Is  led  to  the  conclusion 
bhat  such  figures  stood  on  the  monuments  oi  the  graves  and  that  the 
likenesses  represent at  buried  kings  or  other  distinguishes  men* 

Eac h f i gur  b ho  Id  s w i til  both  han ds  a r o und  vessel  and 
"’ll  wear  upon  the  breast  the  toothed  disc  belonging  to  the  kings 
the  House  of  Co com* 
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The  difference  between  the  wholly  raised  figures  and  the 
half  raised  consists  chiefly  in  this,  that  the  sculptors  naturally 
ifr  the  first  case  left  out  the  superabundant  panel  work  and  other 
W,ra  decoration  whose  creation  was  difficult  with  the  wholly 
^isecr  figures,  but  not  at  all  so  in  connection  with  the  half  * 

r^is©d  work  and  with  painting. 

I took  a photograph  of  this  fifth  figure  surrounded  by 
af h er  sculptured  stones,  airio ng  th em  the  1 ow er  p art  o f a i i gur e 
R®ated  according  to  the  oriental  fashion  .{Fig .Id)  . 

I have  not  unearthed  the  sculptured  pillars  on  the  f irst 
story  as  on  the  second  in  order  to  photograph  their  half  raised 
^Ulptures , for  the  upper  parts  of  these  are  badly  shattered,  that 
just  where  the  heads  would  be*  The  lower  parts  must  naturally 
Well  preserved,  protected  by  the  rubbish. 

In  seeking  amidst  the  debris  on  the  eastern  slope  of  the 
Pyramid , I found  some  delicate  little  pillars  with  four  cornered  slabs 

011  top  of  them  which  I had  never  seen  before  and  which  for  that 

!■' 

aroused  my  curiosity  very  much.  I therefore  mount eu.  tne 
up  to  a place  which  corresponds  to  the  centre  of  the  rear 
-t’oom — the  east  wall  ol'  this  room  had  already  fallen  to  the  ground— 

k i 

^ , with  my  Indians,  began  to  make  an  excavation. 

We  rolled  the  stones  of  the  fallen  arch  down  the  slope 


got  rid  of  the  mortar  rubbish  and  then  reached  several  stone 
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slabs  and  some  of  the  small  pillars  in  question,  and  all  at  once 
as  we  looked  we  were  astonished  by  a supporting  figure  with  a face 
flier  e naturally  formed  than  any  that  I have  ever  found* 

Now  it  was  all  clear  to  me:  we  had  come  upon  a sacred 

table  which  leaned  against  the  wall  at  the  back  of  the  real"  room* 

Now  for  some  days  the  excavations  were  pursued  in  orderly 
fashion  and  there  came  to  light  fourteen  supporting  figures  which, 
in  two  rows  of  seven  each  ^together  with  a third  row  of  some  ten 
supporting  pillars  running • along  close  to  the  wall  1bore  the  stone 

slabs  of  the  table*  Also  there  was  brought  to  light  in  the  exca- 

% 

vat, ion  a wedge  shaped  hatchet  of  dark  green,  syenite  like  stone. 

The  size  of  the  figures  varied  from  64  to  88  cm,  and 
the  respective  differences  were  equalized  in  this  way,  that  some 
■vere  sunk  deeper  down  in  the  red  glazed  stucco  floor  and  others 
less*  The  whole  length  of  the  table  may  have  been  some  3 m.  and 

4 

the  breadth  nearly  1 l/2  m*  (Photos  15  & 16)* 

When  we  had  finished  the  excavation  a great  difficulty 

stood  in  our  way:  it  was  in  fact  impossible  to  photograph  the  un- 

% 

Qarthed  sculptured  pillars  in  the  midst  of  the  rubbish  on  the 
eastern  side  of  the  pyramid*  We  therefore  made  a slide  down  to 
the  natural  wround  in  the  midst  of  the  unearthed  limes tone  remains 
r*nd  carefully  slid  the  figures  down  on  this*  Once  down  we  set 
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t-hgm  up  in  two  rows,  unci  waiting  for  the  most  favorable  side 
1 ight , the  photographic  attempt  was  made  and  it  turned  out  so  well 
that  I have  no  need  to  describe  in  words  the  figures  mentioned. 

I confine  myself  therefore  to  pointing  out  that  they  bear 
a natural,  individual  character  and 
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Probably  represent  prominent  persons  among  the  people  of  Its  a,  but 

noither  gods  nor  kings  of  the  House  of  Cocom,  for  they  have  not  the 

toothed  di sc  on  the  breast  nor  the  symbol  of  this  noble  family: 

the  dove  on  the  front  of  the  helmet  (Mexican  cocotli  ,coGom£rs& 

r'°ve,  hence  Cocom) . All  the  fi  urss  show  the  remains  of  painting 

°f  various  colors:  the  chief  color  is  a reddish  brown,  the  decoiv 

\ 

atiom  are  green  or  blue  etc. 

There  are  in  Chichen,  so  far  as  is  known  up  to  this  time, 

on ly  t wo  t emp 1 0 s with  sacred  t ab 1 e s . - - 1 use  the  nara e * Gflt  t art i s ch " , 

* 

n°t  so  much  with  the  idea  that  the  Caryatides  represent  gods  as 
taai  the  most  important  holy  relics  and  costly  treasures  of  the 
temple  were  kept  on  them, —The  one  unearthed  by  me  and  called  "Tern- 
Pie  of  the  Co come"  or  "The  Large  Sacred  Temple*  takes  the  whole 
length  of  the  wall  at  the  back  of  the  rear  room  and  counts  twenty- 

k 

dr  figures  divided  in  two  rows,  beautifully  and  regularly  sculp- 

it 

fared,  which  hear  the  colossal  table  slabs,  cleanly  cut  and  painted 

red. 

But  these  Caryatides  come  from  the  latest  epoch  of  the 
^taas;  although  they  are  created  by  a master  hand  they  are  too 
^heh  alike  and~-a  few  excepted — every  individual  expression  is 
^°s't„  while  those  of  the  smaller  sacred  table,  undoubt edly*  from  the 
°ld63t  epoch,  are  distinguished  by  their  strong  and  varied  axpr'es- 
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My  investigations  of  Ghichen  It® a were  at  the  and  of  luOl 
^nd  the  beginning  of  1892. 

/ / „ 10*  Hocuchich 

( — Nokutsits . ■Great  goggle  eyes1',  "ojos  grander  ^ 
abultados"  NGHQCH,  MOH,  HOG  = HOHOTS , NOB,  HOK^  large;  GCH  - ut| 
— swollen,  crushed,  unshapely;  ' ich  — its  *=-  face,  eyes).  * 

On  my  long  journey  of  1887  through  the  G ien  villages, 

" Los  Chen es* --so  called  because  most  of  the  names  of  the  places 

of  tnis  class  end  in  chen  *=■  tsen  =*  spring—' the  Indians  of  Hopol- 

z ■ • j* 

ohen  told  me  of  a ruin  called  Hocuchich;  and  upon  my  asking,;  what 
there  was  there  and  what  the  name  meant,  they  answered  that  there 
stood  there  a wall  piece  with  a face  on  it  which  had  very  large 

eyes  * 

In  spite  of  the  fact,  that  this  infori.  at  ion— which  I ir- 
is ed  ascribed  to  a probable  serpent  head  fries e with  large  eyes-- 

* % 

^ ouse a my  curiosity  very  much,  it  was  utteiy  impossible  lor  me  to 
visit  these  ruins  in  that  year,  for  I had  more  than  enough  to  do 
1,7 1th  the  work  at  the  ruins  of  Dsekatun,  Tabasquelto,  Dsibiltun, 

X puli.ft.xc  he , Hoc  hoi  > and.  o the  rs . Be  aides  t i le  ra  i ny  s ea  s on  t it  eat  - 

\ 

Sfred  already  to  interrupt  us . 

When  I again  went  to  the  Chen  villages  in  1889  and  came 
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to  Hoi  elchen,  it  was  my  first  effort  to  make  clear  what  aim!  of  a 
vail  decoration  there  was  at  this  Hocuchich*  I had  brought  v/ib.i 
Hie  an  "arriero*  from  Santa  Blena  and  requested  of  the  mayor,  the 
Municipal  presi  d ent , two  mo  re  i nd  i an  s a s gu  ides  and  lor  t h e 
S' v en t u a 1 e x c av a t i on  of  th e ru  i r is  , and  these  p eo p 1 e w s r 8 i mi  11  © d. i at  0 - 
ly  given  me.  So  we  then  took  our  way  towards  the  mysterious 
^ocuciiich , never  seen  by  the  eye  of  civilised  man,  which  was  found 

some  10.km<  Southwest  of  Hdpelohen. 

After  two  hours1  wandering  in  forest  paths  we  came  upon 

the  large  beautiful  Savam  Huntulchac  (huntultsak)  • Tiiis  name  is 

by  the  Mayas  . . , _ 

given  very  freel^  to  the  prairies  of  the  country  anu  mean**  hie 

, A 

place  where  the  storm  breaks11 . In  this  Savana  grew  a three  leaved, 
grass  , used  much  by  the  natives  for  the  thatching  of  -h.*  j h\A>^ * 

In  fact,  we  met  several  Indians  busy  cutting  grass , collected  from 
them  information  in  regard  to  other  ruins,  and  learned  fortunately 
°f  those  of  Chanchen* 

There  are  in  these  Yucatan  prairies  besides  tne  grasses 
Many  interesting  flowers,  also  bulbous  plants,  especially  beautiful 
ft' lit e and  fiery  colored  lillies-  There  are  also  found  standing 
there  isolated  trees,  as  "kalabass*  trees  or  "huiros" (crescentia 
Cu5ete),  "nautzixi*  trees  (byrsonima  crotonifolia)  and  certain 
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Feather  palms;  there  is  seldom  seen  any  other  tree*  because  only 
the  above  named  can  survive  the  annual  fires* 

We  wandered  about  an  hour  through  tnese  prairies,  sur- 

% 

bounded  on  all  sides  by  forests,  and  reached  at  length  a thicket, 

behind  which  rose  tile  remains  of  a wall*  Here  we  dismounted  from 

°ur  horses,  unloaded  the  mules,  and  fastened  them  with  long  ropes 

to  the  huiros  trees  so  that  they  might  refresh  themselves  somewhat 

With  grass  while  we  were  busy  with  the  ruins* 

After  a short  walk  through  the  thicket  we  reached  an  open 

treeless  area,  and  before  us  stood  a giant  figure  which  stared  at 

hs  with  its  large  almond  shaped  eyes  in  calm  superiority,  and 

opposite  this  was  a slender,  tower  like  monument  pillar. 

Although  I had  a long  time  since  lost  my  conceit,  this 

time  I could  not  help  a feeling  of  proud  content  that  1 naa  dis- 

covered  at  the  some  time  two  monuments  standing  entirely  alone 
* 

xh  Yucatan,  perhaps  in  all  America* 

While  my  Indians  set  to  work  immediately  to  clear  the 
space  between  the  two  monuments  from  the  low  bushes,  I took  the 
Measurements  of  these  and  wrote  them  down  in  my  diary*  When  on 
!jhe  following  day  the  photographs  were  made — the  figure  in  the 

i * 

Morning,  the  tower  in  the  afternoon--*  the  sun  favored  my  work  and 
"he  monument s stood  out  finely  against  a most  beautiful,  clouay 
% (Photos  10  & 17) . 
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The  face  of  this  colossal  figure,  built  so  to  speak  in 
the  form  of  a wall  and  surrounded  by  varied  tongue  work,  is  towards 
the  north,  ahd  on  this  side  the  breadth  of  the  quarry-stone  struc- 
ture 248  cm.  The  approximate  height  from  the  ground  to  the 
top  is  6.75  nu 

y 

While  from  the  lower  part  of  the  sculptures  the  stucco 
has  fallen  off  it  is  tolerably  well  preserved  on  the  upper  \,avt9 

ftnd  shows  especially--in  front,  behind  and  on  the  sides—tracos 

* 

°f  red,  so  that  there  can  be  no  room  for  doubt  that  formerly  the 

’whole  monument  was  painted  red. 

In  the  stone  crevices  below  the  colossal  figure  I found 

the  remains  of  several  half  burned  candles  made  out  of  the  brown 
Wax  of  wild  bees.  On  my  asking  why  these  candles  were  lighten 
here,  my  people  told  me:  that  the  hunters  who  hunt  in  the  nei  :> 

hoping  prairie  always  consecrate  a candle  to  this  sacred  li-.ure, 

* 

in  order  to  have  luck  in  the  chase,  for  only  in  that  case  can  t.  ey 
Actually  obtain  the  deer  struck  by  their  shots;: if  they  did  not  do 
this  the  deer  escaped  them  and  could  never  be  found  even  when  well 

hit! 
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Opposite  the  giant  figure  at  a distance  of  about,  d 3 ra.  stands 

jiL, 

the  monument  pillar  or  slender  tower,  with  the  chief  south  towards 
the  south,  i .e.  facing  the  figure.  The  entire  foundation  is  135 
cm.  square*  The  hei/jht  of  the  structure  from  the  ground  to  the 
Present  top  is  exactly  9 m*  The  little  tower  diminishes  towards 
the  top  and  is  perforated  by  small  windows*  Countless  stones  jut- 
ting  out  served  formerly  as  supports  fox-  decorative  figures;  there 
aue  still  existing  remains  of  the  Stucco  work. 

On  every  side  of  this  monument  there  are  plain  evidences 
0v"sn  on  the  pedestal  of  a Pompeian  red  color,  so  that  it  can  be 
Stilly  proved  that  this  was  also  painted  red  all  over. 

In  the  neighborhood  of  the  riant  figure  there  is  n small 
ruin  mound  which  from  its  form  may  have  represented  a temple;  and 
hear  the  monument  pillar  is  also  found  a small  ruined  structure 
which  wall  fragments  and  remains  of  rooms  still  exist.  Other- 
^ise  there  are  throughout  that  lonely  spot  no  other  remains  so  that 
can  be  concluded  that  this  was  never  a stone  city* 

What  meaning  these  two  monuments , standing  by  themselves 
in  my  col loot ion,  may  have  had,  what  personality  the  sculpture  \*itn 
large  face  represents,  what  object  the  slender  tower  like 
structure  may  liave  had,  on  these  questions  I scarcely  dare  to 
^ Dr esg  an  opinion-  Even  if  the  Indians  who  hunt  in.  the  Sav&na 
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of  Huntulchac  do  consecrate  a candle  in  timid  reverence  to  the 
sacra?  figure  standing  alone  in  the  iorest,  tney  nave  not  preserved 
the  least  recollection  of  the  name,  origin  or  object  of  this  monu- 
ment, and  as  far.  as'  he  Spanish  portion  of  the  inhabitants  ot  Hopelcherj 
near  by  ;re  concerned,  their  indifference— as  everywhere  in  the 
country— towards  everything  which  has  no  reference  to  common,  ma- 
terial use  or  gain  is  so  great  that  it  never  occurred  to  any  of 
these  people  who  call  themselves  "la  gente  ilustrada"  to  visit 
this  remarkable  relic  of  the  Yucatan  past* 

ll.Dsecilna 

( dsekilna*  Place  of  the  stone  houses). 

Dsecil,  also  tsecil  dseljil,  tsekil  refers  as  well  -a 
the  foundation  walls  of  the  ancieht  buildings  as  to  the  stone 
floors  of  the  rooms  or  especially  to  the  stone  land  smirks,  HA 
Means  house. 

7 km.  distant  from  the  Hacienda  Yaxche  on  both  sides 
^ the  carriage  road  to  Santa  Elena  lies  the  immense  but  badly 
destroyed  ruin  city  which  the  neighboring  Mayas  call  Dsscilna 
(c  usually  equals  k) , in  reference  to  their  countless  stone  re- 
sins. 

With  the  exception  of  cases  like  Uxroal,  Itzamal,  Chichen- 
ff-aa  etc.  almost  all  the  names  of  the  ancient  Yucatan  cities  are 
•lames  which  the  Indian  peasants  and  hunters  of  today  nave  given 
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to  the  ruins  which  occur  in  their  neighborhood*  Tney  generally 
refer  to  plants,  especially  trees,  animals , often  to  some  certain 
object  in  the  structure  particularly  appealing  to  their  imagi- 
nation, often  to  very  unmeaning  accidents  which  they  nave  forgot- 
ten. I have  translated  almost  all  these  place  names  and  added 
them  to  my  article,  not  only  with  the  help  of  the  dictionary  of 
bio  Perez,  which  does  not  at  all  suffice  for  this  purpose,  but  also 
with  the  help  of  the  Indians  accompanying  me  upon  my  wanderings. 

Standing  before  a large  area  with  no  buildings,  measuring 

about  1000  paces 


1 


-2  £8 


there  is  on  the  north  side  the  oldest  architectural  centre  and  on 
the  south  Side  a second  one  of  a later  period.  On  the  east  side 
is  an  accumulation  of  many  very  small  buildings,  and  also  on  the 
west  side  there  are  small  buildings  but  not  so  many.  The  road  to 
Santa  Siena  winds  through  the  whole  from  south  to  north. 

Of  tlie  chief  group  of  buildings  on.  the  north,  a square 
ruir,  pyramid  standi 'he  right  or  easterly  side  of  the  road 
must  represent  the  chief  temple.  Judging  from  the  height  of  the 
ruin  maf'i,  the  structure  may  formerly  have  nad  two  almost  solid 
lower  stories,  and  above  on  the  platform  the  third  representing 
the  temple  proper.  For  certain  reasons  it  can  be  concluded  that 
the  principal  facade  with  the  steps  faced  the  west.  The  Mayas 
call  such  a mound  representing  the  chief  temple:  M0HOG1MJ1  - no- 

hotsrnul  G>  larger  ruin  mound  or  "cuyo*. 

Somewhat  further  towards  the  northwest  from  this  pyramid 
on  tne  opposite  western  side  oi  the  road  lies  an  immense  embankment 
some  4 m.  higher  than  the  surrounding  region*  The  south  and  east 
sides  of  this  embankment  are  open;  here  were  the  steps,  sloping 
-alls  and  perchance  the  lower-  rooms  leaning  against  the  embankment, 
hie  north  and  west  sides  were  closed  by  an  immense  building  lying 
entirely  in  ruins,  with  an  oblong  ground  plan. 

ihe  north  building  on  the  embankment  faces  the  south  and 
hi  the  middle  of  the  facade  are  steps  which  lead  up  from  the  em- 
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bankment  to  the  second  story*  Although  in  this  ruin  mound, 
forming  an  oblong  rectangle  and  representing  two  stories , all  the 
facades  hare  long  been  destroyed  by  the  tooth  of  time,  yet  one 
still  finds  on  the  slopes  wall  remains  and  there  still  exists, 
protected  by  the  steps  which  loan  against  the  tali  arch  in  the 
fries!  of  the  first  story,  a complete  room  with  a threefold  en- 

* j 

trance  protected  by  two  columns* 

The  west  building  on  the  embankment  is  still  higher  and 
its  ruins  represent  three  stories,  from  which  fact  it  may  be  con- 
eluded  that  the  upper  one  was  dedicated  to  the  gods*  The  front 
of  this  building  is  naturally  towards  the  east.  There  are  still 
lower  portions  of  the  rooms* 

About  500  paces  further  north,  still  on  the  left,  i*e, 
west  of  the  road  to  Santa  Elena,  the  ruins  of  a castle  adorn  the 
upper  part  of  a mountain,  and  a little  palace,  which,  however,  ioes 
not  show  any  especial  decoration,  lies  at  its  feet, 

1 knu  south  from  the  northern  group  of  buildings  just 
described  lies  the  more  recent  group  which  is  in  fact  somewhat  bet- 

i 

tor  preserved. 

A large  embankment,  placed  upon  a perhaps  natural  height, 
open  towards  the  north  and  east,  is  crowned  on  tne  south  and  west 
sides  by  a great  palace. 
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The  first  story  of  the  south  palace  has  rooms  on  the 
south  side,  hut  on  the  north  side  everything  has  fallen  and  mixed 
with  the  great  embankment  which  reaches  to  the  height  of  the 
floor  of  the  second  story*  The  second  story  lias  five  rooms  on 
the  south  side  and  five  on  the  north  side  which  faces  the  embank- 
meat-,  and  one  room  both  on  lie  east  and  or.  the  west  side.  In  one 
of  the  rooms  there  are  to  tie  recognized  traces  of  painting  and  an 

I 

inscription,  unfortunately  much  obliterated,  runs  alony;  the  cUddiry 
in  black  lines  on  a blue  ground  between  red  bands. 

The  west  palace,  standing  in  relation  to  this  lust  build- 
ing in  the  fright  corner,  with  its  facade  toward  the  east,  has  been 
horribly  disfigured  by  the  maize  farmers,  milperos,  who  are  always 
lodging  amoi>g  the  ruins.  There  are  still  several  rooms,  among 
them  a.  hall  11  m.  long. 

On  the  facades  of  both  buildings  the  friezes  have  fallen, 
on  which  account  I liave  taken  no  photographs  of  them. 

The  entire  east  side  of  Dsecilna  is' taken  up  by  the  re- 

* 

mains  of  countless  small  structures  from  which  here  and  there  still 

I 

jut  out  wall  pieces,  half  rooms,  etc. 

On  the  west  side  the  buildings  do  not  stand-  so  near  to 
yetherv  }uite>  fplf  one  , ;oes  on  some  400  paces  town  *ds  the  west 
from  the  square  ruin  pyramid  first  described,  representing  the 
chief  temple,  he  comas  to  an  oblong  stone  heap  which  represents 
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El  small  'building’;  of  three  rooms  which  has  been  entirely  destroyed, 
and  this  faces  the  east  and  also  the  chief  temple. 

In  searching  this  formless  ruin  heap,  I noticed  the  up-  or 
part  of  two  columns  which  must  formerly  have  borne  the  wooden  be ■% 

H. 

(for  I found  no  stone  beams)  of  the  threefold  entrance  of  the 
middle  room.  Investigating  the  two  columns  more  closely  I found 
that  these  had  on  the  front  almost  entirely  raised  figures  and.  I 
Irene  liately  directed  my  Indians  to  cut  poles  out  of  tne  small  hard 
wood  trees, which  take  the  place  very  well  in  excavating  of  iron 
crow  bars.  We  went  vigorously  to  work  and  unburied  both  figures 
down  to  the  feet. 


One  of  these  figures  represents  a corpulent,  thick  set 
person,  clothed  in  feathered  or  fringed  garments.  He  has  a masked 
face, wears  r.  necklace  and,  on  the  abdomen,  a kind  of  wreath  or 


circular  vessel.  Under  the  right  arm  which  is  pressed  against  the 
body  this  Maya  Bacchus  holds  a star  shaped,  four  cornered  object, 

i 

and  the  left  hand  is  raised. 

The  other,  an  emaciated  figure,  standing  upon  a death's 

head,  is  naked  with  the  exception  of  a single  band  around  4 he  nips. 


He  also  wears  a necklace  and  has  a bat  head  dress. 


This  bat  man 


swings  in  his  raised  right  band  a round  object  and  holds  in  his 


left  a knotty  staff . 
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Without  wishing  to  encroach  upon  the  conclusive  opinion 
' JS 

of  the  American^  1 believe  that  one  of  these  figures  represents 

cheerful  life  and  the  other  sad  death.  1 have  bean  strengthened 

in  this  opinion  of  mine  by  this  fact,  that  I found,  in  front  of  the 

fallen  palace  ruins  in  a little  ruin  city,  called  by  me  Lager  to- 

% 

Xlabpak,  the  trunk  of  a very  remarkable  figure  in  which,  as  it 
seems,  the  sculptwft  wished  to  express  the  same  thought  which  was 
represented  in  the  two  figures  in  Dsecilna.  The  naked  figure 
of  Lagarto-Xlabpnk  represents  from  below  up  do  trie  girdle  a very 
fleshy  man  of  highest  developed  sex.  The  skin  is  torn  off  from 
the  whole  of  the  upper  part  of  the  body  and  forms  about  the  hips 
a kind  of  irdle  or  thick  roll,  offering  the  skeleton  stripped 
of  flesh  to  the  view. 

Further  I will  point  out  in  this  connection  that  the 
bat  man  of  Dsecilna  recalls  the  one  of  Uxmal,  which  decorates  the 
front  of  a ring  stone  and  which  I discovered  at  the  grave  monument 
in  the  western  part  of  that  ruin  city. 

The  height  of  the  figure  columns  is  100  cm*,  and  their 
diameter,  of  course  without  the  figures,  45  cm.  The  pillars  had 

tW-  if/ 

above  a four  sided  tablet  - 1 (■ 

A. 


Of  the  frieze  it  can  he 


upon  which  the  wooden  herons  rested, 
shown  that  the  lower  surface  was  decorated  by  twisted  hand  ornament 
on  the  middle  row  of  stones.  Several  of  these  band  s tones  came 
to  light  in  the  excavation. 

1 In  the  right  corner  of  this  ruined  building  there  stands 

still  upright  a beautiful  fragment  of  a square-stone  wall,  with 

■ 

entrance  and  lower  frieze  surface  of  the  kind  which  I call  twisted, 
hand  surface- 

In  order  to  have  the  appearance  of  tile  two  figures  under- 

* 

stood  as  clearly  as  -ossible,  I have  taken  two  photo  ;raphs  of  them; 
the  one  a directly  front  view,  the  other  half  from  the  side  (Pho- 
tos . 18  &' 19) - 

, Dsecilna  belongs  to  the  large  cities  of  Maya  civilisa- 

* 

tioni  In  so  far,  however,  as  all  the  faqad.es  have  fallen,  I must 
at  least  rejoice  at  having  discovered  the  two  figures. 

My  investigation  of  Dsecilna  was  in  March,  1887- 

-i 

12.  Kancabehen 

( i-  k.mknbtsen.  Spring  oi  the  yellow  earth. 

Poso'de  tierra  amarilla). 

20  km.  south  of  Dsibalchen  lies  the  village  of  Kancabehen 

K 

which  up  to  a short  time  ago  belonged  to  the  free  Maya  Territory 
Xkanha,  but  whose  control  (mimic ipalidkd)  is  now  exercised  by 
jl  Dsibalchon,  and  that  not  through  bloodshed,  but  by  agreement  with 
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General  Eugenio  Arana,  the  age:]  ruler  of  Xkanirn  "]  lace 

of  the  yellow  water),  who  possesses  so  many  inhabited  and  uninhabi- 

I- 

ted  pieces  of  land  tliat  he  could  well  endure  this  small  loss. 

In  spite  of  all  the  assurances  of  the  Mexican  magistrates 
many  families  of  this  boundary  village  left  J .sir  nuts  and  withdrew 
to  the  u per  ■Cantones* , for  the  Mayas  of  Xkanha,  organised  in  a 
military  fashion  throughout,  call  their  settlements  cruiton,  can- 

ii 

tone3.  Although  now  the  place  belongs  to  the  3tate  of  Campeche, 
service  is  not  demanded  of  anybody  nor  are  any  taxes  raised,  and 
although  the  .families  remaining  ware  hankful  for  the  blessings 
which  the  Mexican  rule  was  able  to  bring  them,  they  also  held 


aloof . 


The  huts  of  this  village  lie  in  the  midst  oi  the  ruin. 


pile  of  an  ancient  Maya  city,  and  years  ago  an  Indian  who  was 
digging  around  in  this  found  the  two  sculpture  stones  which  belong 
to  the  class  of  stones  with  which  the  outer  and  inner  walls  ware 
lined,  i*e.  the  front  surface  is  rectangular  and  sharply  hewn,  and 
behind  where  the  stone  reaches  into  the  wall  it  grows  smaller  and 
is  unhewn. 

The  Indian  behold  in  the  two  half  raised  small  figures 
which  decorated  the  whieh  • dee orateth  the-  face  of  these,  *un  Santo 
Cristo",  set  them  up  by  his  hut  and  was  accustomed  to  burn  incense 
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and  candles  before  them  so  that  they  would  protect  his  ’milpa*  and 
bring  blessing.  Later  the  man  died  and  when  I in  1339  again  came 
through  Dsibalchen  one  of  my  friends  there  who  had  seen  the  stones 
in  Kan cube hen  and  taken  them  away  with  him  gave  them  both  to  me 
for  a present . (Photo  .20} . 

The  small  sculptures  of  both  of  these  stones,  measuring 

26  l/2  by  22  l/2  era.,  represent  without  any  doubt  the  god  of  the 

wind  and  the  rain  (or  his  priest),  a kind  of  Maya  TLA LOG  or  EECATL, 

1 

from  which  it  may  be  concluded  that  he  was  called  Balam  on  account 
of  his  tiger  cloak.  They  recall  the  well  known  rain  makers  of 
Palenque  which  decorated  the  left  front  pillar  in  the  sanctuary 
of  the  first  Gross  Temple  (not.  of  another  temple  which  is  likely 
to  be  confused  with  this)  and  which,  together  with  the  knight  who 
has  on  his  helmet  a hei'on  with  a fish  in  his  beak,  formerly  on  the 
right  pillar  of  this  temple,  is  set  into  the  facade  of  the  little 
church  of  the  village  of  Palenque. 

Nearly  1 km.  from  the  hi  ts  of  Kancabchen  in  about  the 
same  direction  as  Chunchintok  lie  the  chief  ruins  which  perhaps 
represent  a temple  palace,  which  have  almost  entirely  given  way 
in  the  struggle  against  the  exceedingly  luxuriant  vegetation.  The 
chief  facade  of  this  building,  now  entirely  fallen,  with  its  rooms 
faced  the  east,  and  the  west  side  was,  as  it  seems,  graded  off  in 
steps.  On  the  south  3 ids (probably  also  on  the  north  side)  there 
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was  a front  room  with  an  entrance  to  a rear  room,  which  is  still 
well  preserved,  and  of  this  I,  on  my  arrival  in  Kancabchen  in  1894, 
finding  no  better  ruins,  took  a photograph  which  came  out  very  well. 
While  with  almost  all  the  buildings  of  Yucatan  good 
lime  mortar  was  used,  here  in  this  building  the  mortar  consists 
of  yellow  earth  mixed  with  some  white  sand,  which  is  also  spread 
over  the  walls  of  the  rear  room.  Only  the  floor  consists  as  is 

i 

usual  of  a thick  lime  mortar. 

The  west  side  of  this  building  is  surrounded  by  low 

ruins  which  are  entirely  fallen  and  which  represent  a court  border- 

* 

ing  a row  of  rooms . In  spite  of  most  careful  searching  of  all 
these  ruins  I could  find  no  sculptures;  I only  noticed  several 
fairly  laiyte  half  pillars  which  form  the  terminations  of  fries es 
of  heavy  form. 
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10*  The  monument  pillar  of  ftocuehichu 


285  11*  Panoramic  view  of  llio  Temple  and  Palace  of  Hoc  hob* 


286  12*  The  centre  piece  of  the  south  facade  of  the  chief 

* 

palace  of  Hochob. 

" 237  13,  The  left  wing  of  the  chief  palace  of  Hochob. 

14,  Half  lying  figure  before  the  temple  of  the  small 
sacred  table . Chichen  Itza. 


233  15.  Chichen  Itza.  Supporting  figures  of  the  sacred 

table  in  the  real'  of  the  temple  of  the  fifth  half- 
lying  f iguro. . 

16,  Chichen  Itza,  Supporting  figures  of  the  sacred 

table  in  the  rear  of  the  temple  of  the  fifth  half- 
lying  figure. 
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17.  The  colossal  figure  of  Hocuchioh. 

*r 

18n  Figure  pillars  from  ^entrance  of  a palace  in  Dsecilna 
10*  Figure  pillars  from  entrance  of  a palace  in  DseciTna 
20*  Kancabchen*  Two  small  sculptures  of  the  rain  god. 


